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BY DALE JOHNSON 


We're 
baaaaack. 


can't believe the first decade of the 
2000s is already done and 2010 is already here. 0 - 10 er- I mean 
two-thousand and ten is shaping up to be a great year and it all 
starts off with this awesome issue of DIG Magazine. 

Of course February is most recognized for its mid-month 
holiday, Valentine’s Day (my editor's letter photo this month is of my beautiful 
and amazing girl friend Kelly and me back home spending the day on the 
Northern California coast, can’t wait to see you later this month!) and we at 
DIG wanted to move beyond the chocolate buying guides, date tips, restaurant 
guides and ask someone a little bigger to be our valentine, because there is 
one thing that all of us at DIG can agree upon, is that we love Long Beach! 

So we have all asked Long Beach to be our Valentine this February, and have 
focused our entire issue on its quirks, secret spots, bands and lifestyle. From 
an in-depth look at the surf scene, (or current lack thereof,) the strange green 
residents hiding out on the trees on campus and around the city, some truly 
unique date ideas for Valentine's day and two great music pieces focusing on 
some of Long Beach’s best bands, Crystal Antlers and Audible Mainframe, this 
issue is busting at the seems with everything Long Beach. 

We hope you guys get out on the right foot this semester, and have fun 
reading our personal love letter to Long Beach, in form of the first issue of DIG 
Magazine in the new decade! Happy Valentine’s Day to you and that special 
someone. 


© Dig & 49er Publications Board 2010. 
Dig Magazine is a publication of Dig & 49er 
Publications Board. Signed letters or 
e-mails are welcomed, appreciated and 

must include authors’ name. 


Help the DIG legend live on! 
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DIGMagOnline.com for 
tons of exclusive content. 
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One writer expresses her undying 
affection for CSULB. 


Sightings 

A visual tour through some of the 
Long Beach State sports 
happenings over break. 


Sports 
DIG sheds light on the breakwater’s 
presence in Long Beach. 


In-Depth 
Meet the parrots that have taken 
residence on campus. 


Cover Story 
Unconventional Valentine’s dates 
to spark up the holiday. 
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Check out three unique spots in 
Long Beach. 
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East Coast meets West Coast in 
the live hip-hop stylings of Audible 
Mainframe. 
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Dear Cal State Long Beach, 


Ijust wanted to write you a letter on Valentine’s Day, expressing my redeeming love for you. I think it’s important that you 
know how much! appreciate all that you have to offer to make my college experience worthwhile. 

Your student body is so diverse, with people from all around the nation and the world. Only a university as special as you would 
be one of the most racially diverse among all California State colleges. 

I would like to acknowledge all of the resources that you always have readily available for me. If 1 need to do some research for a 
project, or print up some documents, I know I can always rely on the beautiful computer lab located in the library. 

Not only does your technology keep me coming back for more, but it is your physical beauty, which is truly one of a kind. From your 
lush green fields that gently make way between walkways and buildings, to the Japanese Garden that allows your students to give 
away any cares or stress, the alumnus of this university are anything but serene and at peace with the offerings of your beauty. 

Your breathtaking blue pyramid that hosts countless basketball games is a trademark that is held dearly to my heart.1 am proud 
to say that no other campus has this special gift. Others will recognize your presence from miles away because of this beautifully 
structured work of art. Who wouldn't want to belong to something so intriguing? I can only think of a fool who would not oblige 
to such an idea. 

To this very moment, I still 
remember the first day I laid eyes 
on you. It was a cloudy March 
afternoon, the rain was gently 
drizzling from the sky, and as soon 
as I saw you, I knew you were the 
one. Walking through Brotman 
Hall, I saw all of the resources that 
I could ever ask for in a compatible 
relationship. Straight ahead, Isaw 
the beautiful fountain, which is an 
addition to your physical beauty. 
It is the simple things that most 
people would take for granted, but 


I find them to be little forms of joy. | hoe 4 
Your campus is grand, but you “a NA a Aagirer 
make it easy to get d, and “ : IC * 

y to get around, an / 
make sure that I get to class on 
time no matter where I park. The 
campus shuttle is free of charge, and 
is always there when I need it most. 
Ilove that you are always there for 
me no matter what. Not only do you mene 
give me a lift to my classes, but you also provide security to escort me to my car when it gets dark. I’m so grateful for that, because 
it shows me that you really care about what’s best for me. 

And you have not one, but two of my favorite coffee places on campus, Starbuck’s! If I’m in the library I can grab one on the 
way out, or I can go to the one in the cafeteria. This comes in handy on early mornings when I need a little boost of energy. I 
feel like you know me better than I know myself. Sometimes I ask myself if this relationship is too good to be true, and then I 
tell myself, no, it’s simply destiny. I can’t picture myself anywhere else. 

Some students will never find the college of their dreams, and although it may sound depressing, it makes me appreciate what I 
have found so much more. 

Every day I hope that we can have a successful four years together, and during that time I have hopes of investing in a system of 
higher learning. If you really want me to succeed you will help me graduate on time, won't you? 

Ihave made it very clear what I want from you, and you were very informative about what you had to offer. That is why I will 
stay committed and willing to work hard to share solid grounds with you. 

As lend this love letter, l want you to know, that no matter how many other students fall in love with CSULB, you will always 
have a special place in my heart. 


Yours Truly; 


Alexiy Fuller 
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Id 


©) MIG gives youa 
glance at some 
images you might 
have missed over 
winter break. 


Photos by Michael Chan Yee 
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Go cion ts leer in the mid 405, ce was Bae poned 1 due to 
WWil and finished in 1949. lronically, the reason the breakwater 
“people wi were ne Oo surtin Long Beach Boal o Waves. was made was to create a harbor for the U.S. Navy during the 
And big ones, dudes were totally getting barreld It was sick brah, V2" but it was oe utilized. Then why was the breakwater 
But that surf lingo is few and far between in Long Beach, where evel torn down: 


é ee ae Pa " BOC a 9¢ hee 
save for the excessive storm, the beach in the LBC is pretty calm. Bruce Perry, a professor at CSULB for 22 years has been 
But before the late 1940s, and the arrival of the studying and teaching oceanography since 1992, and has been 
aforementioned breakwater F you couldn’t afford a trip to _ involved with the Surfriders organization and a Cerritos Wetland 


Hawaii, Long Beach was the place to go. The sand and water was organization, is very familiar with the continuing presence of the 
breakwater here in Long Beach. 
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“Probably because it was expensive to construct,” 
says Perry as to why the unnecessary breakwater has 
yet to be removed. “And of course to deconstruct a 
breakwater would be very, very expensive.” 
Besides cost issues, several other reasons to keep the 
breakwater intact have come up. 
One reason comes out of another effect caused 
by the breakwater. Because there is no more wave 
action, natural longshore currents no longer exist, 
causing one side of the beach to be eroded yearly. 
Because of this, $400,000 to $500,000 a year 
is paid to independent contractors by the city to 
pick up all the sand deposited on the other side 
and take it back to the end of Peninsula beach. 
Compounding this problem is the fact that there 
are many expensive houses on the eroded side of the 
beach, and panicked homeowners and politicians are 
afraid that by removing the breakwater and allowing 
wave action to come back would potentially destroy 
the weakened beach. 
However, according to research on the subject 
and the beach’s previous state, it’s much more 
likely that removal of the breakwater would return 
the beach to its previous status of the “Waikiki of 
Southern California,” push trash brought down from 
the L.A. river off the beaches, and naturally replace 
sand. 
A more legitimate reason for keeping the Long 
Beach breakwater is that because it has been out 
there for over half a century, it has become a habitat 
for many and various sea creatures, and people are 
hesitant to disturb them. 
“The environmental perspective is that [we could] 
use those rocks for other shoreline constructions or 
for other purposes,” says Perry, “Because they do have 
value.” 
A solution that would please both sides of the 
argument then would be to reconstruct, or remove 
parts, of the breakwater so that the longshore current 
can return, cleaning the beach and returning the 
waves, and also pacifying animal activists and worried 
homeowners. 
Despite these objections, the breakwater is looked 
at from a mostly negative viewpoint, which raises the 
question of why the city has done nothing to actually 
remove all or at least part of it. The reason is because have waves to surf so you can’t necessarily compare it but, I think 
the breakwater falls under federal government jurisdiction. the sanitation as well, at other beaches, is higher.” 
“From just an average citizen's perspective, we're essentially In regards to surfing, he said that he “did hear that back in 
powerless,” says Perry. “But the City the day Long Beach was really known 
of Long Beach has lobbied the federal fa tee rr Fr, || for its surfing, and that they held surfing 
government to at least consider Removal of the competitions here.” 
altering the breakwater and they breakwater would When told about the breakwater situation, 
are in the process of supplying a lot A Hodges was already well informed from a 
of data to the federal government to retu mM the beach to its previous oceanography class. 
show that by altering or removing the j “Because of the breakwater, the current is 
breakwater, that would significantly SMO status of the taking away sand from the beach,” recalled 
improve the natural environment and ‘Waikiki of Southern Hodges. “Whatever we're doing to the beach, 
also for human beings, and there's a California.” it’s destroying the ocean floor. My professor 
lot of data to support that, from many i was talking about how when they dig up 
different perspectives.” the sand from the ocean [to replace sand], 
Another point of view about the they're killing the life in the ocean.” 
breakwater comes from Matthew Hodges, a junior at CSULB While the city of Long Beach is a hot spot for dates, friends, 
and surfer of three years. and fun, with the disappearance of its natural currents and 
When asked to compare Long Beach to other beaches, Hodges —_ waves, the beach, for now, will continue to be a shadow of its 
said, with a laugh, “Long Beach is dead. There are lots of good former self, and surfers of Long Beach will continue to have to 
beaches in Southern California but Long Beach doesn’t really head down PCH to catch some waves. & 
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In-Depth 


Caw. . Tweet. . 
Squawk. . ? 


© @9G finds out where these south 
American native birds came from 
and why they have made a home on 
campus. 


By Kiva Hewett 


ne winter morning last year, 1 was walking 
from my car on Anaheim Street to my class in 
the SSPA building. It was about 9:08 am. and 
my class started at nine. It was cold and early 
and winter session, so I felt no guilt about 
being late. I like to stroll and take in the day; feel the air, smell the 
trees and listen to the birds ... squawk? 

Now, crows “caw”, seagulls “call” and, typically, songbirds 
“tweet,” but “squawk?” 

Intrigued, I looked up but kept a steady stride and found the 
chatter was coming from the eucalyptus trees, but I couldn't see 
the birds responsible. That is, until I realized the fluttering leaves 
were actually fluttering green feathers. I was stunned and stuck 
and ended up being 30 minutes late for class. 

Okay. I was born and raised in Southern California. In elementary 
school I was spoon-fed local wildlife, was a volunteer at a zoo and, to 
solidify my knowledge, my daughter just did her California wildlife 
report. In short, we don’t have green birds in California. 

“Well, no,” Kimball Garrett told me, “not native green birds.” 

Garrett is an ornithologist at the Los Angeles Natural History 
Museum. Apparently there is a large population of non- 
indigenous parrots and parrot-like birds in Southern California. 

Really? So we do have parrots. Yet another reason to love living in 
Souther California, I suppose. Now that it was established I wasn’t 
seeing things, it was time to find out who else has seen them. I got 
nowhere with my fellow students. The couple of students who had 
seen them knew that they are loud and green... I already knew that. 

“They're not very conspicuous,” Garrett informed me, “unless 
you catch them coming to or from roosting you don’t have a 
prayer of being able to count them. During the day they are in 
smaller groups to forage.” 

He shared my frustration. In the 1990s he began the California 
Parrot Project, a group dedicated to identifying and keeping track 
of the scattered flocks of tropical birds here in the Golden State. 
The website prompts the help of the public for documenting the 
psitticines (the species name). 

The people most familiar with these parrots are, not 
surprisingly, Long Beach natives. 

“Oh, yeah, I've seen them,” says Susie Hernandez, who has 
lived in Long Beach all of her life, “They live over on Second Street. 
You can see them early in the mornings sometimes.” 

Completely obsessed, I took her directions and a couple nights 
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later posted in my car at the crack of dawn and waited. Sure enough, 
about 50 or 60 parrots began to emerge from their roost, circled in 
the barely-lit sky. After about an hour, they split into smaller groups 
went on their way, and a very sleepy me went on home. 

According to records, there are about ten species of parrots 
living and thriving here. The flock frequenting the CSULB campus 
is a species called Mitered Parakeets. Their feathers are mostly 
vibrant green with red ones on the face. They average 15 inches 
long, from beak to tail. 

There are urban legends a plenty floating around about how 
the flocks became established. Mitered Parakeets are native to 
Bolivia, Peru and Northern Argentina and many people believe 
they migrated on their own or that they are escaped pets. 
Neither of these is true or possible, according to the experts. 

Garrett said these birds don’t cross those large expanses and 
they are not found anywhere along the route in between the 
two regions. As for the escaped pet theory, Garrett said that these 
birds have managed to learn to forage and live on their own and 
that companion parrots “just don’t have those instincts.” 

Other, more likely stories involve fires, smugglers and pet shops. 
From the 1960s to the 1980s, wild South American parrots were 
captured and imported in large numbers for the pet trade. They 
were often brought by boat and every once in a while a crate would 
break releasing dozens of newly imported, adult Mitereds all at once. 

One of those legends cites a pet smuggling organization that 
let all their birds go when they were found out. Another speaks 
of a fire at a pet shop where firefighters set the parrots free rather 


than have them die inside. 
However they originated, they have made a seemingly 


permanent place for themselves and they are flourishing. The 


warmer temperatures are similar to those in their native areas. 


Even better, we have a tendency to import plants for aesthetic 
landscaping purposes; the same plants the parrots happen to 
feed on at home. Another factor in their strong survival here, 
nothing preys on them. We don’t have the bird-eating snakes 
or tree-climbing, nest-raiding mammals present 
in South America. Essentially, they have caught a 
free ride. 
“It’s interesting,” Garrett posed, “they are able 
to keep almost the same lifestyle as their native 
counterparts. They eat, almost exclusively, the same 
nuts, seeds and berries as they would at home.” 
Still, | wondered if they have been present in 
California for years, if they are living, breeding and 
foraging here and are obviously a part of California 
fauna, then why wasn’t the species on my daughters 
list of wildlife to choose from for her report. 
“Well, it's true, they have been introduced and 
integrated into the region,” Garrett answered, “but 
they are strictly in urban areas and they don't have 
much impact on the natural, native wildlife.” 
The flocks of parrots living in Long Beach are 
referred to as non-native, exotic or naturalized. 
Their numbers have grown in the last ten years and} 
during the winter months they provide a colorful 
splash of wonder to the day here on campus. When f[ 
they break off from their roosting place on Second [je 
Street a group of them make their way to Cal State - 
Long Beach. They have an affinity for the sweet 
fruit on the eucalyptus trees, which are abundant 
on campus. At about 11 a.m. they split. 
This gives students a reason to remove their 


iPods during their morning stroll to class and listen for 
that distinct “squawk’” or take their noses out of the books 
and take sometime to look up every now and then. Do 
it soon, because when spring gets here they will break 
into mating pairs and will be harder to spot. When and if 
you are lucky enough to see the slight fluttering of green 
shout “I love Long Beach.” 

Just be careful not to run into street lamps. 4 
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E’S DAY AN 
NOT A BORE 


i tame option is a burlesque show. Burlesque is the “art” of the 
By Kiva Hewett striptease. What sets it apart from its seedier counterpart is the 
ith Valentine's Day right around the focus on putting on a show. Think themed choreography with 
corner, it’s time to start thinking about lots of skin. 
what to do with In Long Beach the burlesque scene 


that special is a bit sporadic. A couple of local 

someone. It’s easy bars sometimes feature a group. Try 

to go with the conventional dinner and Don't just settle for X Di Piazza’s on Anaheim Street and 
a movie route, but if you want to make Pacific Coast Highway or The Cellar on | 
a real impression, spice up your Feb. 14 flowers and candy. Broadway. No luck there? You'll want | 
plans with some of these unconventional Here are a few ideas for to truck on up to L.A. where the girlie 


date ideas. shows are abounded. 
From seductive dance moves to you and your date to have 
competitive competition, these date ideas some fun! BELLY DANCERS 


will help you and your special someone 


Not quite up for a strip tease of an 
put a new and fun spin on Valentine's Day. 4 7 P M 


sort, try a belly dancing show. Finding 
a belly dancer will likely kills two 


SEXY DANCERS birds. Many times a Mediterranean 
No, I’m not suggesting you take your honey to a strip club, restaurant will feature a performer. Try Aladdin Grill and Café 
though, if you are up for it... why not? Otherwise, a more at 2200 Pine Avenue. They are reasonably priced with a fun 


atmosphere and a beautiful dancer. 
Perhaps you want to lay it on thick 

for that special day. This year the Belly 

Dancer of the Universe competition 

is on Valentine’s Day weekend at the 

Long Beach Convention Center. Dozens 

of dancers with all different styles will 

hypnotize with their gyrating hips. 
http://www. bellydanceroftheuniverse. 

com/bduc2010.htm 


GO SEE A PLAY 

This doesn't have to be a 
Shakespearian experience or cheesy, 
old “Grease.” Musical Theater West is 
presenting “Sweeney Todd,” that dark 
musical that starred Johnny Depp in 
2007, right here at CSULB’s Carpenter 
Center. Mr. Depp is not in the stage 
version, but this is still sure to bea 
great show. This musical production has 
a balance of gore and gush to satisfy 
the both of you and is funny enough to 
give you something to laugh at and talk 
about later. 

http://www.musical.org/ 
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MEAT, MEAT AND MORE MEAT 

Girls, we have been told all our lives that the way to a man’s heart is 
through their stomach. This is true, but let us take it a step further... Feed 
him meat! A Brazilian churrascaria is one of the best ways to do this. The 
all you can eat style is sure to satisfy your man’s appetite. The closest is 
Greenfield Churrasaria on Pacific Coast Highway. They are more up scale 
and a little on the pricey side, but then again, Valentine’s Day does only 
come once a year. 

If you don’t mind the drive, if you take the coast it’s quit nice, try Samba in 
Redondo Beach. What do they have the Greenfield doesn’t? Samba Dancers! 

http://www.greenfieldchurrascaria.com/longbeach.htm 

http://www.sambaredondo.com/ 


“We're holding Casting Calls for. : 
KIO@QWMERS Cirls ab our NEM 
Long Beach Location at the Pika 


PLAY TIME 


Unwind and maybe get some pent-up aggression out on the paintball 
field. This is even more fun with a group, so feel free to get your friends in o 
this. Yes, it hurts. Yes, you might break a nail. But it’s going to be more fun for 
both of you than sitting at a stuffy old romantic dinner. At the end of it all 
you can Kiss each other's “ouchies” all better. 

http://www.hollywoodsports.com 

If paintball is too intense for you, take it down a notch with laser tag. You 
have all the combative fun, but with out the pain. Power Station is an arcade 
with a laser tag arena in it. This place is not so much the best of them, but 
it’s local and is still fun. Lot’s of kids running around, though. 

http://www.powerhousegames.com 


: MOOTERS RESRAURAIS offers: 
A fun work environment, 

great earnings potential, 
discounted meals, 

health coverage and 

2 a flexible schedule! 
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Art Theatre 


By Kaylee Weatherly 


The Art Theatre of Long Beach has been 
providing the community a different and 
unique cinema experience since 1924. 
Located on 4th street and away from the 
commotion of freeways, the single screen 
theater attracts many to limited and 
informing films that are not shown in your 
regular megaplex theaters. The theatre 
sits 380 and has a classic, intimate feel to 
the public, with inexpensive ticket and 
food prices. The Art also provides student 
discounts to the younger audience. 

As an independent and locally run theatre, 
they provide well-known indie films and 
documentaries, concerts, and special events. 

Such great movies that have been shown 
recently are “Burn After Reading,” Quentin 
Tarantino’s latest masterpiece “Inglorious 
Basterds” and “Return of the Living Dead” 
last October, complete with 300 people 
participating in a zombie walk down 4th 
street. 

Major bands such as Deep Sea Diver and 
Vampire Weekend have played at the venue, 
along with local Long Beach bands eager to 
get their name out to the public. The Art has 
also hosted multiple comedy events, like the 
Coexist comedy tour and comedian Maria 
Bamford. 

With unique takes on art and film, cheap 
prices and meanigful entertainment, the Art 


Theatre in Long Beach continues to be the best | 
place in the area to sit down and take in truly | 


breathtaking cinematic experiences. 

Movies being shown through the month 
of February include “Sweeny Todd,” “Crazy 
Heart,” “The Color Purple,” and documentary 
“America the Beautiful.” 


[0 | | & scene © Overlooked gems 


from 4th Street to 
Rainbow Harbor 


The Pike Bar 
and Restaurant 


By Chelsea Robertson 


The sailor chic décor of Long Beach's Pike Bar and 
Restaurant is home to some of the best food, drinks 
and music in town. Located near the end of what is 
referred to as “Retro Row,” Pike Bar and Restaurant 
hosts nightly DJ's or live bands, except of course iPod 
Sundays. 

Pike reserves Sundays for your music, all you 
have to do is create a playlist of your favorite 
jams, bring in your iPod, hand it over to the 
bartenders—and in no time, you are the DJ for 
the night, or at least until your playlist ends. 

Be careful when putting together your playlist 
though, the Pike draws a unique crowd, so make 
sure to choose crowd pleasers. 

Owned by Chris Reece, drummer of the 
legendary punk rock band Social Distortion, Pike 
has a laid-back environment that is great for 
grabbing a few drinks and dancing with friends. 
If you get there early and the DJ or live music has 
not started yet, no worries, just toss a few coins 
into the jukebox and choose a few songs to get 
the night going. 

If the drunk munchies kick in, the kitchen is open 
late and their fish n’ chips are rated No.1 in Long 
Beach. The menu at Pike offers a variety ranging 
from mushroom tacos to chicken parmigiana. With 
large portions and affordable prices make a night of 
it and go early and grab a bite to eat before dancing 
the night away. 

Check out the event calendar for February 
posted on www.myspace.com/thepike. 


12 FEBRUARY 2010 | digmagonline.com 


Long Beach 
Museum of Art 


By Kaylee Weatherly 


The Long Beach Museum of Art offers 
art of a different kind to LB, where you 
can check out local exhibitions and eat 
brunch at Claire's Café along a seaside 
view. The museum located on Ocean Blvd. 
is most known for their collections of art 
by the Southern California and Long Beach 
community or other art given by local 
residents. 

One special event beginning on February 
Sth includes the celebration of the museum's 
6oth year anniversary of the museum's 
opening, which will show the permanent art 
collections through the decades that have 
been featured since 1950. Another event that 
caters to students are the After Dark events 
that feature happy hour, food and other art 
activities. 

Another thing that makes the Long Beach 
Museum of Art special to the community is 
the art exhibitions they provide by current 
and former CSULB students. 

Claire's Café located right next door to the 
museum accommodates lunch specials such 
as soups, salads and sandwiches Tuesday 
through Friday and serves breakfast only 
Saturday and Sunday. Prices range from $6 
to $15. Also, $4 mimosas served Saturday and 
$5 bloody mary’s served Sunday. The café is 
situated right on the bluff, where you can 
eat next to the ocean view. 

Check out the Long Beach Museum of Art 
for a great inexpensive date night or visit. 
Admission prices are $6 for students and 
Fridays are free. 


By Dale Johnson 


and poetic flowing coming from a distant 

garage in your neighborhood. It might just be 

the smooth sounds of Long Beach via Boston 
transplants Audible Mainframe, a live hip-hop group bringing 
the heart of east coast hip-hop mixed in with the chill lifestyle 
that the boys have found out here in California. I called up 
Audible Mainframe’s MC Exposition to get the low down on the 
band and their future plans. 

MiGs. How did Boston influence the sound that you brought 

out to Long Beach? 

Exposition: I think there’s a very particular sound that East 
Coast hip-hop has, lots of heavy drums, heavy instruments, 
lyrics that are brainy, it all makes up a particular hip-hop style 
that comes from the East Coast which we were definitely 
influenced by, but then once we moved out here, there is 
also a style out here, which comes from the weather and 
lifestyle and moving out here we have melded the two quite 
successfully. 

2 DilG: How do you think Long Beach specifically has 
influenced your sound? 

Exp.: There’s a song on the new album called “Traffic,” which is 
basically a song about me riding my bicycle around Long Beach 
and all the things I see. I'm a writer that talks about things that 
happen in my life, wherever I am influences my writing and 
when you live in a place like we do where most of the time it’s 
75 degrees and sunny everyday, it inevitably makes it in to my 
writing, and I think that moving out here has given a lighter side 
to our music, which didn’t exist when we were in Boston. And it 
helps create a sound that is unique because it’s not specifically 
West Coast or East Coast. 

MIG: What did you want to accomplish with last summer's 
“Transients?” 


ear some faint drums, DJ scratches, funky guitars a 


Exp:First thing for us was that we just wanted to get it out, 
‘cause it had been so long since we released anything. We had 
evolved as a group since we put out that last CD, and to be 
playing live shows and doing our new things, and then to have 
to sell people an album that came out four or five years ago, 
it's not a representation of who we are right now. So we just 
wanted to make a record and be able to give it to people that 
is a representation of who we are right now. And make it as 
good as possible, something that everyone can appreciate and 
get down with. 

DG: Where do your lyrics come from? 

Exp: I'm just talking about what it’s like to be me, living in Long 
Beach in 2010. The record is called “Transients,” representing 
rapid movement and changing. It’s about getting used to the 
culture, both the good and the bad. It’s something that people 
can relate to. I think something that is cool on our record that is 
different than most hip-hop records is that every song definitely 
is about something, each song has a specific theme that runs 
throughout the song. A lot of rap songs don’t will just be built 
up of random lines, but we try and make songs, that are about a 
particular subject. 

MiG: | know you guys recently won a contest with SPIN 
Magazine and Airwalk shoes, what is that all about? 

Exp: Those two companies had a contest to try and find the 
best unsigned band in America, thousands of bands applied, 
there was a big online voting, and we came out on top of 
that. With that we won a cash prize, a lot of exposure in SPIN 
magazine, and they are flying us out to South by South West in 
Austin, Texas to play a SPIN Magazine showcase in March, so we 
are super excited about that. And we have a lot of other things in 
the works. We really feel like this is our year, the year we go from 
a moderately successful underground rap group to really making 
this our career. We're close, and we can all feel it. A 
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4 teacher at Marina High School in Huntington Beach. | 
By Alex Distefano “Our music teacher was out of the class most of the year, sai 
ohnny Bell might not be a household name, but because he touched a girl inappropriately,” says Bell. “That Bave be! 
as bassist and singer for Long Beach's psychedelic US lots of time to mess around and experiment musically. mi 
infused indie rock group Crystal Antlers, he is This down time in class back in 2006 allowed Bell to meet Fal 
proud that he and his band are part of our LBC drummer Kevin Stuart and guitarist Errol Davis and get the ball we 
musical legacy. rolling on what would eventually become Crystal Antlers. an 
But Bell and his Antlers may have never The band, which also features in its ranks guitarist Andrew } 
surfaced in our scene if it wasn’t for a misbehaving music King, organist Cora Foxx and percussionist Damian Edwards bai 
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plays an eclectic mix of music that can’t be easily stuffed into 
one genre. This is rock music that defies any categorization. With 
hints of prog rock, indie rock, punk and even jazz, there are far 
too many musical artists to list that influence the band’s unique 
sound. 

“If I had to describe our sound to people who had never heard 
of us before, I would say that we sound like Otis Redding and 
Black Randy mixed together,” says Bell. “We are all influenced by 
early Stevie Wonder, The Birthday Party, Bad Brains, Beach Boys, 
Black Flag and Sun Ra among others.” 

In Feb., 2009 the band released a self titled EP on Touch and Go 
Records. It was produced by Isaiah Owens, the keyboard player 
for the Mars Volta. Later in the Spring the band completed and 
released their debut full length album, “Tentacles” also on Touch 
and Go Records. 

Since then, Crystal Antlers has been on the road, with barely 
few days off here and there. 

“In the past year, we've done four full US/Canada tours,” says 
Bell. “We've been to New York, Texas and the west coast countless 
times, have toured in Europe, the UK and even Ireland and Nova 
Scotia.” 

Although the band has had some much needed time at home 
for the holidays, they are about to hit the road once again, this 
time overseas for another tour of Europe. The 31 date tour begins 
on March 29 and ends on May 6, in Liverpool, England. 

“We can't wait to get back on the road and we're all very 
excited about touring Europe again,” says Bell. “We're all really 
looking forward to going out with our friends in the band Times 
New Viking from Columbus, Ohio. We get to go back to Ireland on 
this tour, which is one of the best places to play ever.” 

Bell said that not one show the 
band has played has ever turned 
out the same. 

“We've played shows to less than 
20 people at bars and even some 
huge ballrooms to hundreds if not 
a thousand people,” Bell said. “We'll 
play any show, clubs, ballrooms 
and even backyard house parties. 
Basically, anywhere we can, we'll 
play.” 

So what's in store for the band 
in 2010? 

“We're playing a show in Kevin's 
backyard at the end of Jan. and an 
initiation party for his dad’s new 
biker gang on Valentines Day,” Bell 
said of the band’s planned shows 
before the European tour. “We 
might do another US tour in the 
Fall, but we did do four last year, so 
we want to wait a little and write 
another album.” 

At the end of January, the 
band plans to release two new 


recordings for free on their web site. “Also, in Feb. we're moving 
to the mountains of Mexico and writing a new record which 
we'll record later in the year, after our tour.” 

Bell admitted that in these tough economic times, being in the 
band has its downsides. For one thing, it is extremely difficult to 
keep a job. 

“We all had day jobs for a long time while we were doing 
the band, and we wish we still did,” he said. “Butit’s just too 
hard while you're on tour most of the year. For now, we all just 
do odd jobs to get by, but Kevin and I still have our old jobs, as 
chimney sweepers.” 

Long Beach will always hold a special place in the band’s 
history, and Bell and the rest of the band are fans and supporters 
of the local scene in Long Beach. 

“Back in the day, the hip thing, in the Long Beach scene was 
either gangsta rap or punk, bands like Sublime obviously and 
Snoop Doggy Dog,” says Bell. “We never really fit into any of those 
kinds of bands or music, so because of that we were able to grow 
and develop a sound that is our own.” 

As far as the musical legacy of Long Beach, Bell said that it’s 
the old school acts and scene from the 70s and 80s that inspire 
them the most. “We really like all the old SST records stuff,” he 
says. “They were located off 4th Street back in the day and we dig 
almost everything they put out.” 

As for local venues, Bell commented, “The best place to play 
right now in Long Beach is the Unity Church on Broadway and 
Alamitos. There’s a guy who throws all ages punk shows there 
and it’s total chaos, but it’s the most fun thing to happen around 
here in while. But, I'd have to say the best part about being form 
Long Beach is being able to get free drinks at the Prospector!” A 
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>» Your guide to concerts, on campus events aid foeal happenings. 


Terror w/ Emmure, 
After the Burial & 
others, @ Chain 
Reaction, 7:00 p.m. 
$15 


14 


Motion City 
Soundtrack @ HOB 

_ Sunset, 6:30 p.m., 
$20 


21 


Frankie Paul and 
more, 1:00 p.m., 
@ Long Beach 
Convention 

_ Center, tickets on 
sale soon 


28 


_ Gwen Stacy @ 
_ Chain Reaction, 
7:00 p.m. $10 


15 


A Solo Acoustic 
Evening with Chris 
Shiflett of Foo 
Fighters & Audra Mae, 
Steve Soto (of The 
Adolescents) @ Alex s 
Bar, 7:00 p.m. $10 


22 


2 
NILE w/ 
immolation, Krisiun 
& Dreamingdead @ 
HOB Sunset, 6:30 
p.m., $30 


Exodus & Arch 
Enemy @ HOB 
Sunset, 8:00 p.m., 
$25 


16 
Alkaline Trio @ 
the Glasshouse 
Pomona, 6:30 p.m., 
$24 


23 


Baseball vs. UCLA 
@ Blair Field, 6:30 
p.m. 


DIRTBAGS YK BASEBALLE 
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Nikhil Korula Band, 
@ HOB Sunset, 
8:00 p.m. $15.50 


10 


Rick Ortiz presents 
Latin Reggae w/ 
Quinto Soul & 
Friends @ HOB 
Anaheim, 7:00 
p.m., $15 


17 


Men s Basketball 
vs. Pacific @ The 
Pyramid, 7:05 p.m. 


24 


Mariah Carey @ 
Gibson Universal 
Amphitheater, 6:30 
p.m. tickets TBA 


Men s Basketball 
vs. Cal State 
Fullerton, @ The 
Pyramid, 8:00 p .m., 
ESPNU Game 


11 


Christian Death @ 
the Galaxy Theater, 
8:00 p.m. $15 


18 


Limelight presents 
Best of Both 
Worlds 7, @ HOB 
Anaheim, 8:00 p.m. 
$20 


25 
Cheap Trick @ HOB 
Sunset, 7:30 p.m., 
$52.50 


Super Diamond w/ Mens Basketball 
Wayword Sons @ _ vs. Cal State 
HOB Anaheim, 8:00 Northridge @ The 


p.m. $20 


12 


Men s Volleyball 
vs. UCSB @ The 


Pyramid, 5:00 p.m. 


13 
Women s 


Basketball vs. UC 


Pyramid, 7:00 p.m. Santa Barbara @ 


19 


Baseball vs. 


The Pyramid, 5:00 
p.m. 


20 


29 annual Raga 


Pepperdine @ Blair Muffins Festival : 


Field, 6:30 p.m. 


26 


8:30 p.m. $30 


A Tribute To Bob 
Marley, feat. Shaggy, 
Yellowman, 

(Sat. & Sun.) >> 


David Garret, @ the Women s Basketball 
Grove of Anaheim, VS: Pacific Tigers @ 


The Pyramid, 4:00 p.m. 


WASP @ the Galaxy | 
Theater Santa Ana, 
8:00 p.m. $20 


